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Scenice country
walk, complete
with Indy’s
rickety bridge

Visit www.whitbygazette.co.uk to see the
previous Stroll With Stu column

owland walksare
fraught with prob-
lems in summer-
time-triffidesque
brackenand bram-
bles forinstance - but they
have their compensations too
withlots of wildlife on show
and ice creamvansnever too
far away ina handy village.

Itook the Moorsbusalong
the A172 beyond Stokesley
and walked along thelane
leading to the prettyvillage of
Carlton-in-Cleveland.

My sister used to live
hereand Iwent tosee ifher
old cottage still sported the
name plaque I painted 45
yearsago.

Not surprisingly, it had
long since departed in a skip
because, to be honest, it
wasn'tverygood (suspectmy
sister binned it herselfafter
I'dgone home).

About100yards after the
pub, follow a footpath sign
ontheleft of the road. This
quickly takesyouintoa field
witha couple of friendly
steedsand heads east for
about eight miles to Batters-
by Junction.

Iwon'tdetail every stile.
The path essentially follows a
reasonably straight line, with
afewminor deviationsat
field boundaries. If you find
yourselfwalking directly
towards or away from the
hills formore than 50 yards,
you've gone the wrong way.

Afteramileorso,includ-
ing that British oddity ofa
plastic bag of dog pootied to
a hawthorn bush, a collapsed
tree hidesastile leading over
aditch, then it’s left through
the branches towards arick-
ety footbridge straight from
the set of Indiana Jones.

This is beautiful Brit-
ish countryside. Swaying
fields of wheat, bordered by
hedgerowsalive with but-
terflies and bees and heavy
with sloe, blackberryand
rosehip, smallareas of wood-
land affording an occasional
glimpse of deer, swallows
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isinternational class-but
more of him later).

Inthisinstance, some
sparewire blocks thepath,
but a quick detour round the
otherside ofthe hedgeand a
balleticleap overarustygate,
takesyou toastile thatdrops
youdown on toawide track.

Turn left, then quickly
right to rejoin your easterly
routewhich, after acouple
of footbridges, takes you on
toagrasspathadjacent to
the pretty village of Kirkby.
Ataroad, apath continues
straight on past some old
barns/sheds and a bit of graf-
fiti saying “Work or starve—
it'snotanoption”.

Musing on thenotion that
local politicians must have
cut their printing budget,
continue on todrop onto the

road in the comelyvillage
of Great Broughton.

‘Walk onto the crossroads
and turnright, passing both
the Jet Minersand Bay Horse
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pursuit of insects and the mileasyou leave thevillage

North York Moorsrising past Broughton Grange, take

steeplyaway to their heath- awidetrack on theleft.

erytops. Truly gorgeous. Attheend ofthetrack,
After passing woods on it'sa quickleft-rightin a field

your leh you'llnotice that of grain whichwas mak-

hel: round here ing liar crackli

has submitted an application | noisesasiftheyd invented

for “obstructivegrouch of the | self-popping corn.

year”. (Heis hammered into Now it startsgetting a

oblivion by a farmer nearer bit Bear Grylls. Soon, dog-
Ingleby Greenhow, who leg through a fenceand at

the end of that field crossa
bramble-wrapped stile and
head south (towards the
hills). You've been leftan
inch or two towalk on, so
it’s easier to follow the tyre
tracks of whatever machine
planted the wheat in the
first place, towards some
woods.

Ahead of them, turn left
following power linestoa
farm where you can go right
onawidetrack toreach Beck
House.

Itishere that path ob-
struction has been takento
Olympian heights.

A curious 8ft crop of rash-
inducing toxicity, blocks the
way to Bonnie Hill Farm, so
goontotheroadand turn
left. Successive opportuni-
ties to approach the said
farm are obstructed by a
fermenting pile of farmyard
sludge and a signwarning
off “unauthorised people”,
including a pictogram ofa
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through him. turns sharp left, then take man churchin thevillage of
Idohope thelandowner the 2nd signed pathstraight | InglebyGreenhow.

has constructivedialogue onasitbearsleftagain. Turn right on themain

with the North Yorkshire Cross over tothe trees, road and witha lovelywalk

County Council's footpaths then left again and sooninto | completed,depart for your

officer, whom I have invited the woodsand overa beck favourite Esk Valleywatering

topopround forachat. toemerge intoSt Hilda’s holes from Battersby station,




